
The experience of implementation 
of safeguarding measures and 

inheritance process in Suiti
community after inclusion of Suiti

Cultural Space on the UNESCO List of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need 

of Urgent Safeguarding



Safeguarding measures for Suiti 
Cultural Space

Plan I 2009.-2014.

Plan II 2014.-2020.



Objective: to enhance and ensure preservation 
of the Suiti intangible cultural heritage and its 

transfer at the levels of preschool, general, 
interest and vocational education, as well as 

through lifelong learning



Support activities of adult folk and dance groups 
in Alsunga, Gudenieki and Jūrkalne



Organize regular summer schools and camps for
Suiti children to increase their interest in local
traditions



Seto - suiti children summer camp Suiti 2014

EST-LAT project

«Seto –Suiti Renaissance»

Seto-Suiti children summer camp

Setomaa 2015



Objective: to ensure urgent safeguarding 
measures for protection, restoration and 
popularization of the endangered elements of 
the Suiti intangible cultural heritage.

International

Bourdon festival



Organize training courses for community members 
interested in playing traditional musical

instruments



Restore the making of Suiti traditional costumes in the 
community and facilitate their wearing





Choreographic heritage of Suiti

Exhibition «Suiti. Dance. History»



Suiti Dance festival in Alsunga 



Annual festivals
and celebrations



Religious festivals



Events, exhibitions, films…



Objective: to facilitate research and 
publicity about the Suiti intangible 

cultural heritage

• Web page www.suitunovads.lv

• Book/research about Suiti dialect «Suitijā»

• Book about Suiti cuisine «Suitu dzīvesstāsti 
un ēdieni» («Suiti life stories and cuisine»)

• Japanese book «Knitted Latvian socks»

http://www.suitunovads.lv/


• «Research, digitalisation and documentation of Suiti traditional

costumes (In Alsunga, Basi, Gudenieki, Jūrkalne).»

• Booklet «Suit’ drāns» («Suiti clothes»)

• Establishment of Suiti heritage centre



«Research and documentation of historical

Suiti farmstead»

EST-LAT project „Supporting the Renaissance of Seto and Suiti Ethnic

Cultures». Author Guntis Kalniņš



Objective: to ensure recovery and 
restoration of buildings representing historic 
and cultural value necessary for activities of 
preservation and popularization of the Suiti 

intangible cultural heritage



Alsunga Castle (14th century) 

Unique cultural monument 
of national importance



Churches of Suiti region



Development of cultural tourism and crafts
based on traditional Suiti culture



The Renaissance and development of Suiti 
Cultural Space



Thank you for your attention!

Suiti forever!

«Ethnical Cultural Centre «Suiti» Foundation»
Chairman of the Board Dace Martinova

dace.martinova@inbox.lv
m.+371 29222103

09.05.2016.
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